TRIPARTITE POLAND
were secretly provided by die Austrian authorities with
arms. Led by a man named Szela, a notorious brigand
and agent provocateur, a section of the peasantry rose in
revolt against their Polish masters; and in die indis-
criminate and disastrous struggle which followed over
2,000 men, women, and children of the Polish aristocracy
were killed. As a consequence, many Polish patriots of
all classes were imprisoned or executed.
The regime of Taaffe's successor in office, Lobkowitz,
happily saw a notable relaxation in the severity hitherto
employed, and this more tolerant tendency was main-
tained for nearly twenty years. In 1846 the republic of
Cracow, established as independent by the Treaty of
Vienna, was absorbed without remonstrance by Austria,
and the equanimity with which the Poles accepted this
action undoubtedly did much to improve the treatment
accorded to them. A still more marked improvement
in their condition followed the appointment of Stancyki
as governor in 1859, and gradually the privilege of
autonomy was extended to the province of Galicia. A
Diet was created in 1866 in which, by Imperial sanction,
both the Polish and the Ruthenian languages were
officially used.
In Galicia, however, as in the ancient kingdom 300
years before, the Polish nobility secured a monopoly
of Parliamentary representation. In consequence of this,
and of the severe commercial restrictions and heavy
taxation imposed by Austria on the Poles, Galicia was
the only division of Poland in which the old feudal
distinctions between prince and peasant, landowner and
tenant, remained, and a new and more ardendy national
and industrious middle class was not created. In this
sense, at least, it may be said that the oppression endured
in the other divisions of the country resulted in actual
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